Welcome to Curriculum Night
Fifth Grade

2017-2018
*Reading:  


The McGraw-Hill Literature Series is used throughout the school district.  This is an excellent series that offers a wide variety of reading strategies, skills, and genres to enrich students’ learning. Reading lessons are designed to increase motivation and help instill a love of reading and writing. The only way to become better at something, whether it is sports or reading, is to practice. 
* Math:


Since the state of Michigan has adopted the Common Core Standards, we use a variety of supplemental materials to ensure we are meeting the common core standards. The standards taught in Fifth grade are: Operations and Algebraic Thinking, Numbers and Operations in Base Ten, Numbers and Operations-Fractions, Measurement and Data, and Geometry. Math manipulatives will be used with new concepts.  Students will work in small groups having math conversations that apply to the real world.  Math homework grades will be based upon effort alone. Any grade below a 100% should be reviewed with your child. This means he/she is not putting forth his/her best effort. 

The students will be required to complete 4 IXL skills a week that will align with the concepts being taught in class. They will have 50 minutes in ISM each week to work on these skills. If the skills do not get completed in class, they will need to complete them at home. IXL skills are assigned on Mondays and due the following Monday. IT IS SO VERY IMPORTANT THAT STUDENTS COMPLETE THESE SKILLS!!!!!! Our data supports that the more IXL skills students complete the better their success is as a math student. 
* Writing:
Process writing is an integral part of fifth grade program.  Our goal is to create situations where children will want to write. Students will be writing personal narratives, informational pieces, opinion papers, and literary essays.
* Social Studies: 


 In fifth grade the students will learn about the history of the United States leading up to the American Revolution.  The textbook students will be using is The United States: Adventures in Time and Place.
* Science:
Fifth Grade Science will focus on a variety of scientific concepts including, matter and gravity, energy in living organisms, patterns of the Earth and in the sky.  Students will be using the scientific process to investigate these concepts and will get some of their information from the Discovery Education website.
* Grades:


 All graded assignments will be put in Power School. This will make it easy for you as to how your child is doing. PLEASE CHECK POWER SCHOOL OFTEN!!!!

Any assignment that falls below a 70% may be redone. The grade will increase to a 75%.  One week is the deadline for redo work to be handed in. 

As far as missing work/late work, we accept late work within reason; however, it will not be given full credit.  One day late, the grade will be reduced by 10%. If an assignment is two days late the grade is reduced to a 50%.  If there is a pattern of late or missing work, we will request a conference with your child to work on organization or time management skills.  If that doesn’t work, we will request a parent conference to see if we can find a solution to the problem together.  
 * Homework:
Studies show that homework will help connect the home with school and teach both responsibility and organizational skills.  Homework is best assigned when it has meaning and purpose.  It should support and expand the skills and concepts that are presented in the classroom.  It should be supplemental to what has gone on in the classroom that day. 


Something we expect fifth graders to do almost every night is read, read, read!  Your child should be reading a variety of materials on a regular basis.   


You are the first and most important teacher in your child’s life. Time spent with your child reading, answering and posing questions, and investigating areas and concepts will generate a sense of purpose and value.  

“ Alone we can do so little, together so much.”     Helen Keller

Math
The students will be required to complete 4 IXL skills a week that will align with the concepts being taught in class. They will have 50 minutes in ISM each week to work on these skills. If the skills do not get completed in class, they will need to complete them at home. IXL skills are assigned on Mondays and due the following Monday. IT IS SO VERY IMPORTANT THAT STUDENTS COMPLETE THESE SKILLS!!!!!! Our data supports that the more IXL skills students complete the better their success is as a math student. 

Math homework grades will be based upon effort alone. Any grade below a 100% should be reviewed with your child. This means he/she is not putting forth his/her best effort. The following homework check sheet is given to students Mondays and due Friday for grading purposes. 
